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1830.—Liverpool and Manchester Railway opened.
1838.—London and Birmingham (afterwards L.N.W.R.).
1838.—Great Western.
1840.—London and Southampton (afterwards L.S.W.R.).
1841.—South Eastern.
These undertakings were the result of private enterprise, owing to
the principle of laisser faire; hence much waste of capital, in buy-
ing out competing lines, etc. But the Government eventually had tc
step in and regulate them.
1840.—Regulation of Railways Act empowered Board of Trade to
inspect railways and their rolling-stock, and to require returns of traffic
and of accidents.
1844.—Act empowered Board of Trade to revise rates, and to limit
profits, and required every railway to run at least one train a day to
every station at the rate of id. per mile, not less than 12 miles an hour—
" parliamentary trains."
No. 219.—PROGRESS OF PARLIAMENTARY REFORM (1815-
1867).
Catholic Emancipation (1829).—Made Catholics eligible for Parlia-
ment.
First Great Reform Act (1832).—(0) Took away 143 seats from
" pocket" and " rotten" boroughs, giving them to large towns
hitherto unrepresented, and to the counties ; (b) abolished the varie-
gated qualifications for the vote, and established a uniform franchise—
in the towns to householders who paid £10 or more in rent, in the
counties to possessors of a 403. freehold and to those who paid £50 or
more per annum in rent.
Net result—to enfranchise the upper middle class, and to make an
inroad on the monopoly of power hitherto enjoyed by the landed class.
Added 500,000 voters, making a total of 1,000,000.
yews made eligible for Parliament (1858).
Property Qualification abolished (1858).—Hitherto nobody had been
eligible to be an M.P. unless he held land to a certain value.
Second Great Reform Act (1867).—Enfranchised in boroughs all
householders who paid poor rates, and lodgers who paid £10 or more
in rent; in.counties all who paid rates on more than £10 assessment.
Net  result—to enfranchise artisans,  shopkeepers,  small farmers.
Added 1,000,000, making a total of 2,300,000.

